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Study: The Book of Exodus
  LESSON 1  God Prepares a Deliverer
THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Exodus 1:1 through 2:25.

MEMORY TEXT: "By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment"(Heb. 11:23).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: No matter how hopelessly we seem to be held in the bondage of sin, God has provided a Redeemer who can deliver us.

INTRODUCTION: As we compare how God delivered Israel in the days of Moses with our experience, we will be dealing frequently with types. By this we mean that particular Old Testament events, persons, or institutions were designed by God and guided by Him in such a way that they would symbolize New Testament and last-day realities connected with the plan of salvation. For example, Paul indicates that the entire Exodus experience is a type, or representation, of the Christian's experience of being delivered from sin and finding eternal salvation. (See 1 Cor. 10:1-13.) In this week's lesson, we will examine Moses as a type, or representation, of Jesus Christ.

Typology is the way the New Testament itself interprets the Old. But we must be careful to distinguish typology from allegory. Allegory builds fanciful parallels from speculation and obscure similarities. Typology depends on clear analogies drawn in Scripture itself.

I. BONDAGE AND OPPRESSION (Exodus 1:1-22). (Be sure to read each Scripture section carefully before responding to the questions and comments.)

A. The Children of Israel Made Slaves (Exodus 1:1-14).

Verses 1-6 summarize information given in the last five chapters of Genesis in order to set the stage for what follows.

The 70 persons mentioned here and in Genesis 46:27 as the number of Jacob's family who came to live in Egypt does not include wives, daughters, male and female slaves, their dependents, or hired servants.

1.  How were the movement of the children of Israel into Egypt, their bondage and oppression, their mighty deliverance from slavery, and their establishment in the land of promise foretold to Abraham by God when He made His covenant with the patriarch?

Gen. 15:7-16.

In the opening verses of Exodus, we see the continuing fulfillment of these predictions and the outworking of the great controversy theme introduced in Genesis, the ongoing struggle between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent.

2.  Does the struggle brought to view so quickly in Exodus have personal application to Christians today? Are we involved, and if so, how?

Gal. 3:29; Rev. 12:7-18.

The Bible refers to sin as slavery and to those who are caught up in it as slaves. (See John 8:34; Rom. 6:16.) Just as the Israelites were in bondage in Egypt, we are in bondage in the land of sin from which God has promised to deliver us. In Christ, we are descendants of Abraham. God's promises to Abraham are promises to us as well.

In God's provisions for Israel's deliverance, we can see how He works today to fulfill His promises to us. He has prepared a Redeemer for us, One mightier than Moses, and He will lead us out of sin to the Promised Land.

THINK IT THROUGH:
3.  Does sin exact any less galling service from those who are its slaves than Pharaoh did of the Israelites? What wages does sin pay? Why, then, does Scripture speak of "the pleasures of sin" in Hebrews 11:25?

The pleasures sin provides for its followers seem real, but they are perversions of those things that God has given to make His creatures happy. Viewed from this true perspective, "the way of transgressors is hard" (Prov. 13:15), despite the pleasure the sin-perverted nature finds in serving evil. Sin is a taskmaster that demands an increasingly burdensome service, resulting at last in eternal death. All who are born into this world find themselves in a bondage far more terrible than that of the Israelites in Egypt. It is from this slavery to sin that Christ has delivered us.

5.  What was the extent of population growth among the Israelites by the time they left Egypt? 

Num. 1:46; Ex. 38:26.

The numbers given imply a total population, counting women and children, of at least two million. Exodus 1:7 uses five different expressions to emphasize the fact that the Israelites experienced a rate of population growth in Egypt beyond what ordinarily might be expected.

B. A Death Decree (Ex. 1:15-22).

Satan's plan to destroy Israel failed. The harder the Egyptians oppressed them, the more the Hebrews multiplied. God's blessing overruled Satan's attacks. Satan then influenced Pharaoh to order all male infants to be killed. Pharaoh's actions in this matter demonstrate the way sin draws its victims deeper into its grasp. Note the progression in Pharaoh's treatment of Israel: (1) forced labor (verse 11), (2) labor combined with cruelty (verses 13,14), (3) the order to the midwives to destroy male infants (verse 16), (4) a general decree for all Egyptians to take part in killing male Hebrew babies (verse 22).

THINK IT THROUGH:
6.  The Israelites had come to Egypt under the guidance of God through His miraculous intervention at the time of Joseph. Why, then, did they find themselves suffering such cruel oppression? Does following God's directions prevent affliction from falling on us? Does God promise to keep us from trouble at all times, or does He sometimes allow us to experience trouble for reasons that He knows best? (See Ps. 34:19; 1 Cor. 10:13.)

The situation of God's people will become increasingly difficult as the world nears its end. This will be due partly to deteriorating conditions in the world as a whole. But more specifically, persecution and oppression similar to that experienced by ancient Israel will break out against God's last-day people. This will not indicate that God has forsaken us, however. Only after sin has been allowed to develop to the full will God intervene to bring the history of sin to an end.

7.  In what sense are persecution and hardship indications of approaching deliverance?

Luke 21:12-28.

ILLUMINATION: "Satan was the mover in this matter [death decree]. He knew that a deliverer was to be raised up among the Israelites; and by leading the king to destroy their children he hoped to defeat the divine purpose.", Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 242.

8.  In what later incident did Satan attempt to destroy another Deliverer by the same means? 

Matt. 2:16-18. How was Satan's plan thwarted in both cases?

II. A DELIVERER IS BORN (Ex. 2:1-10).

When it seemed that Israel's hardships were at their peak, God brought a deliverer or redeemer into the world. Moses is a type, or a prior representation, of Jesus Christ. (See Deut.l8:15; John 1:21-23; 5:46; Acts 7:37.) Of course, Moses' experience is not a type of Christ in every respect, but notice these striking parallels in their lives and work:

1. Satan tried to destroy both Moses and Jesus at birth through a death decree by the ruling monarch (Ex. 1:15, 16; Matt. 2:16).

2. Both were commissioned to set the captives free (Ex. 3:9, 10; Isa 61:1, 2; Luke 4:18).

3. Moses relinquished all rights to the throne of Egypt in order to identify himself with God's people. Jesus gave up heaven's throne in order to become one with humankind (Heb. 11:24-26; Phil. 2:6-8).

4. Moses esteemed "the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward" (Heb. 11:26). Jesus resisted Satan's temptation to accept the kingdoms of earth, and "for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame" (Heb. 12:2).

5. Moses spent 40 years in Midian preparing for his mission; Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness preparing for His ministry (Acts 7:29, 30; Matt. 4:1,2).

6. Both Moses and Jesus stood as mediators between God and sinful humanity (Ex. 32:31, 32; Heb. 3:5, 6).

SEARCH AND LEARN: What other parallels can you discover between Moses and Jesus?

Ex. 32:32; Luke 22:41, 42 _______________________________________________________________

Ex. 2:13, 14; John 1:10, 11 ______________________________________________________________

Others? _____________________________________________________________________________

THINK IT THROUGH: What would have happened if Moses' family had failed to cooperate with God's plan? Can you think of any instances where God substituted someone else when His first choice did not accept?

Our actions and choices affect our personal relationship to God and our salvation, but they cannot ultimately make or break God's plans. If Moses’ family had failed to cooperate with God's plan, the divine purpose would still have been accomplished in a different way. However, Moses and his family would have suffered irreparable loss. God seldom does for us what we can do for ourselves by His grace. But He works with us, blessing our efforts with His divine power.

What precipitated Jochebed's decision to place Moses in the ark made of bulrushes? Ex. 2:3.

Pharaoh had commanded that male Hebrew babies must be thrown into the river. (See Ex. 1:22.) Very well, Moses' mother would obey! She put her son in the river in an ark made of reeds. The fact that Egyptians made boats of papyrus reeds may have suggested the plan to Jochebed. She may also have had direction from God in the plan she made. (Angels guided Pharaoh's daughter to the spot where Moses' ark lay. See Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 243.) What actually did happen seems to have been in her mind from the beginning. She put the ark where she knew Pharaoh's daughter customarily bathed. She stationed Miriam nearby and obviously coached her in what to say if Pharaoh's daughter found the baby.

The princess realized immediately what was happening and who the woman" would be whom she would hire to care for the baby. The plot was plain enough, but she entered into the spirit of it. The fiction must be maintained, for she could not admit that she was helping a Hebrew evade her father's command. The wages she offered signified a legal relationship? Moses was to belong to her.

ILLUMINATION: "It was with deep gratitude that she [Jochebed] entered upon her now safe and happy task. She faithfully improved her opportunity to educate her child for God. She felt confident that he had been preserved for some great work. . . . All this rendered her more diligent and careful in his instruction than in that of her other children.", Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 243.

III. PREPARING FOR DELIVERANCE (Ex. 2:11-25).

A. Moses Makes His Choice (Ex. 2:11-14).

Moses' mother was allowed to direct her son's training for the first years of his life. When he was 12 years old (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 244), Pharaoh's daughter claimed him, taking him to live with her in the court. The priests of Egypt took over his education. Moses received instruction in theology, astronomy, medicine, mathematics, military science, law, and all other subjects considered to be in the intellectual domain of the world's most civilized culture of that day.

On what basis did Moses make his choice to cast his lot with his oppressed countrymen? Heb. 11:24-27.

What constituted Moses' faith? He had faith in the teachings learned from his mother, faith in God's promise of deliverance, faith in his conviction that God had raised him up for this very work, and faith that God would sustain him in it. Looking at the situation rationally, he could see nothing to cause him to cast his lot with the Hebrews. But he looked with the eye of faith to eternal realities, esteeming "the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward" (Heb. 11:26). This is the kind of faith that we must have in these last days. Every worldly inducement will be offered to blind our eyes to the recompense of the reward." Only by an abiding faith, developed and nurtured now, will we be able to make the right choice. By his action in killing the Egyptian, Moses irrevocably announced his choice, identifying himself with God's suffering people. He anticipated that they would welcome him as their leader and revolt against the Egyptians. But neither he nor they were ready. Sin and self must be faced and overcome by God's grace.

B. Flight to Midian (Verses 15-22).

Moses fled east and south to a region of the Sinai peninsula known as Midian. The people there were descendants of Abraham through Keturah. Moses spent the second 40 years of his life there (see Acts 7:23, 30) herding sheep and learning lessons that even the advanced education of Egypt could not teach him. Moses' attitude and his growth in spiritual understanding during the 40 years spent in Midian can be seen perhaps in the names he gave the two sons born to him there, Gershom, meaning "a stranger here" (Ex. 2:22), and Eliezer, meaning "God is my help" (Ex. 18:3, 4).

C. God Did Not Forget Israel (Ex. 2:23-25).

What led the Israelites to recognize their need of God's help? Ex. 2:23.

In Egypt the Israelites had to a large extent begun to worship Egyptian gods. The knowledge of Jehovah had become dim. The 40 years of preparation not only were needed for Moses, but also for Israel. When the old pharaoh died, they hoped that his successor would alleviate their oppression. But when their hardships continued without change, they finally realized that the God of heaven, the God of their fathers, was their only hope. They cried to Him, and He heard them. God did not forget His people during this long period of waiting, but He could not work for them until they realized their need and turned to Him for leadership.

What does this period of waiting in Egypt indicate about the apparent delay" in Jesus' second coming? 2 Peter 3:3-13.

Some are disturbed because time has continued long beyond what they thought possible. But God does not forget His people, not in Egypt nor in these last days. Jesus would have returned before now if His people had been ready.

When Moses was prepared to fill the place God had in mind for him, and when the people were receptive to His leading, God worked in a mighty way for their deliverance. So it will be today.

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Read the first part of the chapter entitled "Moses" in Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 241-251.

SUMMARY: In the providential care God showed His people in ancient Egypt, we can see how much He cares for us and can have the assurance that He will be with us in the difficult days that will precede our deliverance.

God has provided a Redeemer for us who is far greater than Moses. He will lead us to the heavenly Canaan.

APPLICATION

- Am I so receptive to God's leading that I will recognize Him at work even if He does not do what I expect Him to do?

- Have I made the conscious choice to look beyond the reality of everyday existence and to focus on the greater reality of eternity?

- What specific opportunities do I have to witness for Christ?
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Study: The Book of Exodus
  LESSON 2  Called at a Burning Bush
THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Exodus 3:1 through 4:31.

MEMORY TEXT: "God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty" (1 Cor. 1:27).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God uses ordinary things and humble people to accomplish extraordinary results in His cause. God has a plan in life for each of us that is as specific as was the responsibility to which He called Moses.

INTRODUCTION: The conductor of a great orchestra suddenly stopped the music in the midst of a crescendo. "Where is the piccolo?" he cried, missing the faint notes of the tiniest instrument. Every instrument has its place and importance in God's work as well as in an orchestra.

Each Christian has a work for which God has set him or her apart as truly as God called Moses to deliver Israel. No task God assigns is insignificant. The best preparation for fulfilling God's call to a greater work is to continue faithfully doing the daily work we already have been given. Notice how often God's call came to individuals while they were going about their routine duties, Peter, James, and John while fishing; Saul while looking for lost livestock; David and Moses while caring for sheep; and Matthew while collecting taxes. By God's grace we can turn routine duties into exciting, vibrant service for Christ. Ordinary Christians, in God's hands, can overthrow the wisdom and might of the world.

Dramatic or not, the specific work to which God calls us forms an important part of His general purpose for the deliverance of earth in these last days. This week we will learn significant lessons about filling our place in God's work as we study Moses' call and his reaction to that call.

I. GOD CALLS MOSES AT A BURNING BUSH (Ex. 3:1-10).

God's appearance to Moses is significant. The last such appearance recorded in the Bible was Jacob's night vision before he entered Egypt. (See Gen. 46:2-4.) At that time God had repeated His promise that Jacob would become a great nation. Now He appeared to Moses to reaffirm that promise and to initiate its fulfillment.

Verse 1. Horeb is another name for Mount Sinai (see Ex. 19:11; Deut. 4:10) where Moses would later meet with God and receive the Ten Commandments. (See Ex. 3:12.)

Verse 2. The "angel of the Lord" is Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Godhead. (See Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 252, 311, 366.)

In what unusual form did God choose to manifest Himself to Moses?

Ex. 3:2. What is the significance of a flaming bush which did not burn up? 1 Cor. 1:27.

The thorn bush may be compared to the people of Israel in their humiliation, despised by the world. The fire, burning but not consuming the bush, may be thought of as representing the refining affliction of slavery. But the bush was not consumed; and in the chastening flame the Lord does not give His people over unto death.", SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 1, p. 509. In the same way, God's people at the end of time will be subjected to fiery trials, but the Lord's sustaining hand will bring them safely through. (See Ps. 91; Isa. 43:1-3.)

ILLUSTRATION: The Church of Scotland, to remind itself how it was cradled in persecution, has put the emblem of a burning bush on its banner along with the motto: "Yet it was not consumed."

Perhaps God also intended Moses to realize that, if He could use a common thorn bush in such an unusual, miraculous manner, He could use Moses in an extraordinary way as well. God was calling Moses to a great responsibility as deliverer of Israel. He wanted to assure him that with God all things are possible. God calls each of us to serve as He directs. This assurance particularly was appropriate in the light of the excuses Moses made when confronted with God's call to deliver Israel.

Verse JO. Coming as it did 40 years after Moses had last been in Egypt, God's call must have been as startling as a thunderclap to the 80-year-old shepherd. God often calls us to tasks that seem impossible.

II. MOSES MAKES EXCUSES (Ex. 3:11^4:17).

A. Who Am I? (verse 11).

Moses did not always have such a humble opinion of himself. Forty years earlier he had been anxious to seize the responsibility God was now placing upon him. Running ahead of God's leading, he had killed an Egyptian overseer. He expected then that the Hebrews would rally around him. But they did not do so. At this point in his life Moses hesitated to become Israel's deliverer, even when God clearly called him to do so.

Which of the following factors do you think was the major reason why Moses' attitude had changed from impetuous overconfidence to reluctance and a sense of insignificance?

1. The 40 years as a shepherd away from the Egyptian court had caused Moses to see himself and his responsibilities in a different light.

2. He was now 80 years old, out of touch with events in Egypt, accustomed to the quiet solitude of the wilderness and the pastoral life of a shepherd.

3. Moses may have felt that the potential of his younger years had been wasted.  His objection, "Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh," may have arisen from a healthy sense of his own inadequacies, but it also implies a sense of failure. The implication seems to be: "Don't You remember, Lord, what happened 40 years ago when I tried to deliver Israel? I failed."

We sometimes become discouraged by past failures and present circumstances. When this happens, we are tempted to cry out as Moses did, "Who am I, Lord, to accept the responsibility to which You have called me?"

THINK IT THROUGH: When Jesus said, "I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly" (John 10:10), did He refer only to eternal life in the future, or did He include life here and now?

Think of what Moses would have missed if he had insisted on staying with his sheep: stirring scenes of confrontation in Egypt, the Passover and Exodus, the miraculous deliverance at the Red Sea, water from a rock, manna from heaven, the tablets of stone containing the Ten Commandments written with God's own finger, the building of the sanctuary. It is true that Moses had hardships, trials, and tears. But how immeasurably richer and more satisfying his life was as a result of following God's will!

From a human standpoint, it does seem foolish to ask a man who had spent the last 40 years herding sheep, to go on such a demanding mission. Facing the world's most powerful monarch, he was to demand the release of a large portion of the nation's labor force and source of its wealth. No wonder Moses responded, "Who am I, Lord, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?" (Ex. 3:11).

How did God answer Moses' first excuse? Ex. 3:12.

God did not argue with Moses' self-assessment. Instead, He gave him a promise. "It's true, Moses. You are weak and unqualified and inadequate for this task. But I will be with you. You won't have to go to Pharaoh alone.

I'll go with you."

And this is God's response to us when we cry out, "Who am I, Lord, to accept this responsibility You have placed on me?"

SEARCH AND LEARN: Study God's assurances found in the following scripture portions. Then phrase in your own words what these assurances mean to you: Joshua 1:5; Isa. 41:10; Isa. 43:1-5.

*****

B. Who Are You? (Verse 13).

Moses' next excuse grew out of God's answer to his first. There still was some hesitation on his part to accept the divine call.

Why did Moses ask God's name? Did he really not know who God was? Was he asking for information?

Moses knew God's name and who He was. But he "thought of the difficulties to be encountered, of the blindness, ignorance, and unbelief of his people, many of whom were almost destitute of a knowledge of God.", Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 252. There probably is a sense here in which Moses was questioning God's sincerity and ability. "Will You truly go with me? Can I trust You?" were the implied questions behind this excuse.

Perhaps Moses thought of his abortive attempt to deliver Israel 40 years earlier. "Where were You then, Lord? Why didn't You help me? How can I be sure that You will help me now? Who are You? What kind of God are You?" Do we sometimes have similar questions?

STUDY AND LEARN: Read 2 Kings 6:8-18. How does the experience outlined in this passage relate to the questions we sometimes have about God's trustworthiness, 
Elisha's servant was dismayed to see the Syrian army surrounding Dothan, intent on destroying the prophet and himself. The servant's problem was not that he had seen too much. He had not seen enough. So Elisha prayed that the Lord would open the young man's eyes. The prayer was answered. The servant then was able to see what Elisha had known from the beginning. The Lord's mighty angelic army was encamped about the city to deliver the prophet and his servant.

We may be sure that, if we fail to see God leading us hi all the affairs of life, the problem is not with God. Perhaps we need to pray, "Lord, open my eyes." When we do, we will see daily occurrences of His providential care. We need never doubt His love and concern for us.

What was God's reply to Moses' second excuse? Ex. 3:14-16. Why did God answer this way?

Moses had raised the issue of God's trustworthiness and dependability. So God reminded him of His dealings with his forefathers, the mighty deeds He did for them when they trusted Him and followed Him.

You want to know what kind of God I am? You wonder if you can trust Me? Look at My record. I am the God who led Abraham from his father's home in Ur to a strange country that I gave him as an inheritance. I am the God who prospered him and gave him a son long after it was thought biologically possible. I am the God of that promised son, Isaac. I gave him a wife by direct guidance and led his life. I am the God of Jacob who, in spite of that patriarch's deceit and manipulative behavior, delivered Israel from famine through Joseph. And I will be your God, too, Moses. I'll do the same mighty works for you. My name is Yahweh. I am present. / am where you are. I really am." It was the second member of the Godhead who was speaking. It is the same Jesus who says to us today, "I am with you, whatever your need, whatever your circumstances."

When difficult times come the Lord will work for us in the same wonderful way that He worked for men and women of faith in ancient times.

C. They Won't Listen (Exodus 4:1).

Moses' third excuse focused on his inability to command the attention and respect of the Israelites.

Even if I go, and even if You go with me, the people won't take me seriously. They didn't rally around me when I had prestige and authority.

They surely won't listen to me now when I'm a shepherd. I'm simply not equipped to do what You ask of me."

What was God's response to Moses' third excuse? Exodus 4:2-9.

THINK IT THROUGH: Moses was a divine messenger equipped by the Lord to use supernatural means to verify his commission. Should what God did with Moses lead us to expect God to miraculously solve the problems and decisions that we face in our daily living?

God at times intervenes miraculously to solve our problems or to indicate His will. More often, however, He guides us in less spectacular ways, impressing our minds; sending providential guidance; using the counsel of others of His servants; opening opportunities for us, or shutting doors that have seemed to open before us. But these means, although not as clearly supernatural as the miracles Moses was enabled to perform, are no less from God. "Those who decide to do nothing in any line that will displease God, will know, after presenting their case before Him, just what course to pursue. And they will receive not only wisdom, but strength. Power for obedience, for service, will be imparted to them, as Christ has promised.", The Desire of Ages, p. 668.

D.  I Can't Speak (verse 10).

It seems strange that Moses, who had been so eloquently voicing his objections, would try to excuse himself because he was not a ready speaker! Some Bible scholars feel that Moses was referring to the fact that he had been away from Egypt for 40 years and thus was no longer fluent in the Egyptian language. Like Moses, we may feel that our limited abilities disqualify us for large responsibilities and great challenges. But God was no more ready to accept this excuse than He had been to accept Moses' earlier ones.

What was God's response to Moses' fourth excuse? Ex. 4:11, 12.

Our part in carrying out God's plans for us is to accept them; then to go forward in faith, trusting Him for success. After we have cooperated with Him by doing all that we are able to do, success in spiritual matters is God's responsibility. Our part is to be willing to go and speak; God's part is to tell us what to speak and to make our words effective through the Holy Spirit.

We remove a great burden from ourselves by keeping the responsibilities where they belong.

E.  Send Someone Else (verse 13).

Moses' final excuse is more of a desperate plea. The Revised Standard Version says, "Oh, my Lord, send, I pray, some other person." The New International Version says plainly, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it."

God had countered each objection successfully. Moses had no more excuses to offer. But he still was unwilling to go. In desperation he begged God to look elsewhere for a deliverer. His last excuse simply is a request that God find someone, anyone, else, someone more qualified and with more influence. Of course, God can always find someone else. But He wanted Moses to go. If God calls us to a particular task, it is because He wants us to carry out that purpose in His plan. Is it possible that no one else, even if he or she is more talented, can accomplish that purpose in just the way God designs that we should?

What was God's response to Moses' final excuse? Exodus 4:14-17.

God agreed to send Aaron, Moses' brother, but He still did not excuse Moses. Moses must go too. Aaron would help, but the responsibility still rested on Moses.

SEARCH AND LEARN: How much support did Aaron turn out to be to Moses? How much did Moses depend on Aaron to be his spokesman? Ex. 4:30; 5:1; 6:9; 7:10; 8:9, 26, 29; 9:29; 10:9.

After chapter 12, Moses takes over center stage, and Aaron drops out of the main picture, except for infrequent appearances such as agreeing to the people's request for a golden calf like the one they had worshiped in Egypt and his jealous union with Miriam in murmuring against Moses' leadership. Although faithful in the end, Aaron did not provide the consistent support that Moses needed.

God has promised to be with us in our work for Him. But we need human support, someone we can see, another person to work with us. God may grant our request and send someone along with us. He did so for Moses. Jesus later sent His disciples out two-by-two. But Moses came to realize, as we will, that when God places responsibility upon people they do not need to depend on human support. God has promised to provide the help we need. He may, and often does, use other people as channels of that support, but we must learn to look to Him rather than to others.

III. MOSES RETURNS TO EGYPT (Ex. 4:18-31).

God answered each excuse. Moses could muster no further objections. His subsequent actions show that he accepted God's will. He made his preparations to leave Midian and return to Egypt to carry out the role of Israel's deliverer.

Verses 24-26. This strange incident may be a remnant of a longer narrative. We may not have all the facts to fully understand what happened. The story seems to indicate that Moses had neglected to circumcise his younger son in accordance with God's command. Now that he had assumed the role of Israel's deliverer and was to symbolize Jesus, the Redeemer from sin, Moses could not be successful while neglecting to follow a known requirement of God. An angel appeared to him as if to take his life. The story suggests further that Moses' neglect was the result of his wife's opposition. When the angel attacked her husband, Zipporah knew the reason. Without being told, she circumcised the boy herself, although she apparently thought it cruel. Her words indicate that she did so only to save Moses' life and as an unwelcome duty required by her marriage to a Hebrew.

ILLUMINATION: "In his mission to Pharaoh, Moses was to be placed in a position of great peril; his life could be preserved only through the protection of holy angels. But while living in neglect of a known duty, he would not be secure; for he could not be shielded by the angels of God.”, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 256.

Verses 29-31. Moses and Aaron found the Israelites receptive to their mission in a way they had not been 40 years before. Both Moses and the people had learned necessary lessons. The time had come for God's deliverance to be manifested.

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Patriarchs and Prophets, the chapter entitled "Moses," pp. 241-256.

SUMMARY: God's established method of operation is to take people and things that the world considers weak and foolish and use them to bring down the things that the world considers wise and strong. God takes ordinary Christians and uses them in extraordinary ways. He calls each of us, as He called Moses, to witness for Him.

APPLICATION

- Do I accept God's claims on my life even in minor areas, or do I make excuses for not following God's commands?

- Do I trust God to provide me the means and power to fill successfully the role He has assigned me in witnessing for Him?

What Are You Doing?

Clarence collected aluminum cans; Ruby did crochet. Ron planned a silent auction, and invited all his friends. Marion recycled newspapers; Minnie made some dolls. Willie took his loose change and kept it in a cup. The quarters, dimes, and pennies soon added up. What are you doing for Sabbath School Investment?

*****

Let My People Go
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Study: The Book of Exodus
  LESSON 3  ”Let My People Go”
THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Exodus 7:14 through 10:29.

MEMORY TEXT: "Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways" (Ps. 91:9-11).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God's promise to deliver His people will be carried out, regardless of human opposition. Those who resist Him will be lost while those who accept Him and bring their lives into harmony with Him will be saved, no matter what earthly power may be directed against them.

INTRODUCTION: The Bible records fewer miracles than we might think.

Most of them can be grouped into three periods, each of which was a critical period that required divine intervention: the time of Moses, when Israel was to be formed into a nation; the time of Elijah and Elisha, when the authority of the prophets was to be established; and the time of Christ, when the world was to be redeemed. This quarter's lessons deal with the first of these three crisis periods. Today's lesson takes up God's miraculous intervention in Egyptian affairs, designed to deliver His people.

When Moses and Aaron confronted Pharaoh with God's demand to release Israel, the haughty monarch responded by increasing the labor demanded of the Hebrew slaves. (See Ex. 5.) It seemed to Moses and the Israelites that the situation had become worse than ever. In answer to Moses' perplexity, God repeated His assurance that He would deliver Israel and explained that Pharaoh would not submit until forced to. This would give God the opportunity to present Himself as the only true God, offering mercy for every honest-hearted soul, Hebrew or Egyptian.

The situation parallels the experience of God's people just before Jesus returns. God's intention to free them from a sinful world and their determination to be faithful to Him will result in harsh measures being taken against them. Like Pharaoh, the world will boast, "I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go" (Ex. 5:2). To the saints, their loyalty to God will appear to result in making a bad situation worse. But once again, God will demonstrate His power in a series of plagues that will culminate in the deliverance of His people. In chapter 16 of Revelation, John draws on the Exodus story to describe the final terrors that will be hurled at an unbelieving world. Of the seven final plagues mentioned in that chapter, five have definite counterparts among the plagues that befell Egypt.

Today's lesson looks at the first nine of the ten plagues poured out on the Egyptians. The tenth will be the subject of next week's lesson.

GENERAL NOTES ON THE PLAGUES: Before we take up each plague, notice these points:

1. The plagues were given not only to demonstrate God's power and judgment, but also to reveal His mercy. Although the Egyptians had long rejected the knowledge of God, the Lord still gave them opportunity for repentance. . . . The long-suffering One, slow to anger, and full of compassion, gave each judgment time to do its work; the Egyptians, cursed through the very objects they had worshiped, had evidence of the power of Jehovah, and all who would, might submit to God and escape His judgments.”, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 333.

2. Who hardened Pharaoh's heart? Although verses such as Exodus 8:15, 32 and 9:34 say that Pharaoh hardened his heart against the evidence of God's power, other texts speak of God hardening the king's heart so that he would not agree to let Israel go. (See Ex. 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:20.) This has perplexed many Bible students because it implies that Pharaoh was a pawn in God's hand, being manipulated by God to resist Him and then being punished for doing so.

First, we must keep in mind that many in Old Testament times viewed God as in ultimate control of all things. Therefore, nothing happened apart from His knowledge and for which He was not, in a sense, responsible. For this reason, the Old Testament sometimes speaks of God as actively doing that which He permits others to do. (See 2 Sam. 24:1; 1 Chron. 21:1; Isa. 45:7.)

Second, it was God's manifestation of His power in the plagues that led to Pharaoh's stubborn resistance. As the same sunshine can melt wax and harden clay, so the judgments of God and the influence of His Spirit produce different effects on different hearts.

3. The nine plagues studied in this lesson can be arranged according to the following chart. The sets of plagues grew progressively worse. The first three plagues, although loathsome, did not actually threaten life. The second set inflicted bodily harm and affected property. The third set did not originate from agencies within Egypt, but from the general system of universal nature as if the elements themselves were warring against the Egyptians. Within each set, the individual plagues increased in seriousness. 
4. Each plague, although painfully literal, was at the same time aimed at challenging some aspect of Egypt's religious beliefs. The main issue was the reality of Jehovah and His power in contrast to the false gods of Egypt.

5. The first nine plagues were miraculous acts of God, but they also had some relationship to naturally occurring diseases and pests to which Egypt was normally liable. They were shown to be divine judgments by their unprecedented intensity and also by the fact that they appeared and disappeared at the word of God's spokesman, Moses.

In addition, they contained distinctly supernatural characteristics that set them apart from similar natural phenomena.

6. The plagues probably lasted for some nine or ten months. The final plague and the Passover took place in what was to become the first month of Israel's religious year. Abib, or Nisan as it was later called, corresponds to the last of March and the first of April. That would mean that the plagues began in early summer of the previous year.

I. THE FIRST TRIAD OF PLAGUES (Ex. 7:14; 8:19).

A. Water to Blood (Ex. 7:14-25).

From June through the autumn, the Nile normally took on a reddish color, either from chalk particles whose source was the red soil upstream or from microscopic algae that gave the water an appearance of blood.

What characteristics make it clear that this plague was more than just a natural occurrence?

It would not have made much impression on the Egyptians if Moses had called down upon the river something that happened yearly, even if in an intensified form. Nor did the annual "red Nile" kill the fish within it, as did this plague. Verses 19-21 indicate that water in ponds and even previously drawn water left in jars turned to blood. This certainly would not be the case if only the normal reddening of the river had taken place.

For seven days (verse 25) this disgusting change in the water caused intense hardship and discomfort. The Egyptians obtained some relief apparently by digging sandpits to filter the water (verse 24).

Beyond the physical discomfort was the attack on the sacred Nile, the great water god, Hapi, and the sacred fish which died in the polluted water. The Nile, source of fertility for Egypt, was worshiped under several names and symbols. The pharaoh sometimes officiated at religious festivals honoring the Nile-god. Hymns to the river are preserved in inscriptions.

Pharaoh boldly proclaimed, "I know not the Lord." Now the challenge was clear. The God of heaven defeated the sacred river god of Egypt, the source of life for the nation.

Which of the seven last plagues correspond to this first plague on Egypt? What reason is given for this affliction? Rev. 16:3-7.

The similarity of Egypt's first plague with the second and third of earth's final plagues is unmistakable. The fact that the Egyptian plagues were literal argues that the seven last plagues are literal events as well. These plagues come as a result of persecution against God's people. Having shed innocent blood, the unrepentant world receives the just reward of its actions. (See Rev. 13:10.)

B. Frogs (Ex. 8:1-15).

Frogs were numerous following the annual flooding of the Nile. Plagues of the amphibians were not uncommon in ancient times. But the miraculous intensity and the fact that the frogs appeared and died at God's word indicate the supernatural quality of the event. Although the magicians imitated this plague to a degree (as they had the first), they were not able to rid the country of the influx of frogs. Pharaoh had to acknowledge God's power by asking Moses to remove the plague.

This plague also was an attack on Egypt's gods. The Egyptians believed that Hequa, the frog-headed goddess, had a part in creating the world. Frogs were worshiped as symbols of fertility in Egypt. Because they were forbidden to kill them, the people had to endure the swarms of frogs that invaded their homes.

NOTE how Pharaoh began the process of hardening his heart. Under the pressure of this plague he unwillingly promised to obey God, but then refused to do so when the plague was lifted. This pattern continued throughout his confrontation with Moses.

THINK IT THROUGH. Do we sometimes make promises to God as a result of His providential leading that later we fail to carry out when life becomes more "normal"?

C. Gnats (Ex. 8:16-19).

This plague is called lice in the King James Version in harmony with the description of the Jewish historian Josephus and the thoughts expressed by Hebrew commentators on Scripture. The Hebrew word is more accurately translated as "gnats" or "sand fleas." Such vermin were especially detested by the Egyptians. The priests shaved their entire bodies every other day to make sure that they harbored none of these insects. During this plague, however, they and the entire nation suffered from them, as did the sacred animals of the temple.

How did the magicians explain their failure to imitate this miraculous plague? Verse 19.

This plague, like the third in each set, came without advance warning.

II. THE SECOND TRIAD OF PLAGUES (Ex. 8:20?9:12).

In this second grouping, property as well as persons were involved. The portion of the land where the Israelites lived was spared these plagues. Moses no longer made use of the rod, as if to confirm that no magic resided in that piece of wood.

A. Flies (Ex. 8:20-32).

The Greek translation of the Old Testament, the Septuagint, uses a specific word meaning "dog flies." These were large, venemous insects whose sting caused bloody swellings on animals. They often attacked the nose and eyelids of humans, causing eye diseases and blindness. Others have identified this plague with beetles. The beetle was considered to be the incarnation of a sun-god, Khepra. Egypt's most sacred symbol, sculptured and painted everywhere, was the common dung beetle.

Moses warned Pharaoh fully of this coming plague and of the fact that God would make a distinction between the Egyptians and the Israelites. The implication is that the Israelites had suffered under the first three plagues along with the Egyptians. The issues were now being more clearly drawn. The Israelites would share the blessing of their King even as the Egyptians would share the curse of their ruler.

What important principle regarding the effect of sin is demonstrated in Pharaoh's attitude? Prov. 5:22; 1 Tim. 4:2.

Repeated disregard of God's convicting Spirit results in greater insensitivity to Him. This helps explain how Pharaoh could persist in his rebellion in the face of ever-clearer evidence and ever-increasing calamities. Sin's bewitching effect makes sinners less aware of their true situation. This will be most evident in the days just before Jesus returns.

B. Murrain (Ex. 9:1-7).

The general Hebrew word for "plague" is used here, indicating a contagious disease affecting all the livestock in Egypt. This was a fundamental assault on the worship of animals. Among other things, the Egyptians worshiped calves, the bull Apis, a cow goddess, and the ram.

How is this experience repeated in the last days? What specific warning is given to God's people? Rev. 18:1-4.

In these last days people also are making gods of their possessions and their luxuries. God will destroy last-day Babylon and the riches men have amassed by bringing destructive plagues upon them. God urges us to separate ourselves now from Babylon in order to escape her plagues.

C. Boils (Ex. 9:8-12).

This plague finds an end-time counterpart in Revelation 16:2 where a noisome and grievous sore" ("foul and evil sores," RSV) falls upon those who bear the mark of apostasy to God and worship the image of the beast. This plague not only affected property but for the first time came directly on the people themselves, "boils breaking out in sores" (Ex. 9:10, RSV).

ILLUMINATION: "The priests and magicians had hitherto encouraged Pharaoh in his stubbornness, but now a judgment had come that reached even them. Smitten with a loathsome and painful disease, their vaunted power only making them contemptible, they were no longer able to contend against the God of Israel. The whole nation was made to see the folly of trusting in the magicians, when they were not able to protect even their own persons.”, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 267.

III. THE THIRD TRIAD OF PLAGUES (Ex. 9:13?10:29).

In this last grouping, Moses resumed the use of the rod in initiating the plagues on Egypt. These three scourges include a terrifying aspect because they come from nature itself.

A. Hail (Ex. 9:13-35).

Verses 31,32 specify the crops growing at the time of the hail. This gives a clue to the fact that this plague occurred in late winter, either in late January or early February, two or three months before the Exodus.

How clearly did God warn Pharaoh as to what would happen? What specific issues were involved? Ex. 9:14-19.

For the first time clear mention is made of Egyptians who, unlike their king, feared God and by their obedience avoided the plagues. (See verses 20, 21.) The unprecedented hail, accompanied by thunder and lightning so severe that it seemed to run along the ground, destroyed people, beasts, and crops exposed to it. The last of the seven final plagues, the events that surround the battle of Armageddon, is accompanied by thunder, lightning, and a "great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail" (Rev. 16:21).

B. Locusts (Ex. 10:1-20).

February or early March is the usual time for locusts to appear in Egypt.

These insects still cause serious problems in that part of the world. At Moses' warning, Pharaoh's officials urged him to allow Israel to leave.

Knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed?" they asked (verse 7). Although Pharaoh appeared to negotiate with Moses, his rebellious heart was unchanged.

C. Darkness (Ex. 10:21-29).

An eclipse cannot account for this darkness because of the three-day duration of the plague. Many commentators have pointed out the fact that about this time of year, April, a wind called "el hamsin," a hot, south wind that often blows for a 50-day period, afflicts Egypt. Even more intense is the samum," a hot, deadly wind that rarely lasts more than 15 or 20 minutes at a time. It carries clouds of dust that obscure the sunlight. A "darkness that may be felt" (verse 21) suggests the clouds of obscuring dust carried by such a wind. In connection with this plague, Ellen White speaks of an "atmosphere [that] was very oppressive, so that breathing was difficult.”, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 272. If God used the wind to bring the darkness, it was no less supernatural both in duration and intensity as well as being timed with Moses' announcement. If it were not supernatural it would not have made an impression on the Egyptians.

The miraculous darkness was a direct attack on Ra, the sun god and chief Egyptian deity. Every Egyptian king considered himself the "son of Ra." Under the signal defeat of the sun, Pharaoh made his final concession, the women and children could go with the men to sacrifice to God, but the livestock must stay behind. When Moses rejected this offer, Pharaoh revealed his true animosity, warning Moses that the final showdown was at hand. Moses was commanded not to come into his presence again.

What spiritual truth does Matthew 5:14-16 bring out? How does it relate to the plague of darkness?

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION:

1. Psalms 18:4-14; 78:42-52; 105:27-38. These poetic accounts of the plagues on Egypt show how later generations of Israelites remembered and interpreted God's great acts.

2. Patriarchs and Prophets, the chapter entitled "The Plagues of Egypt," pp. 257-272.

SUMMARY: The terrible plagues Egypt endured were not arbitrary punishments by a vengeful God. They were the inevitable results of Egypt's treatment of the Israelites and of Pharaoh's refusal to accept God's will. The seven last plagues will be poured out on an unrepentant world as the result of worldwide apostasy and persistence in sin.

APPLICATION 

- What have I learned from studying the results that follow persistent rebellion against God's will?

- What should I do about warning others about the judgments to come?

- Have I yielded my will in total commitment to God?

Set Free by the Lamb
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Study: The Book of Exodus
  LESSON 4  Set Free by the Lamb
THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Exodus 11:1 through 13:16.

MEMORY TEXT: "Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth" (1 Cor. 5:7, 8).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Israel's most important festival, the Passover, commemorated deliverance from slavery and the deliverance of the firstborn through the death of the lamb. This yearly festival pointed forward to the time when Jesus would become the Passover sacrifice that sets us free.

INTRODUCTION: Less than a year before leaving Egypt a free people, Israel had no clear indication that their deliverance would come soon. For some time they had been slaves to Pharaoh, serving under cruel oppression with no hope of release. In a short period of months, God's judgments had fallen upon their captors. Now they found themselves at liberty, traveling to the Promised Land, although they did not enter for more than 40 years.

When just before his death Moses reviewed with the people God's wonderful leading in setting them free, he reminded them, "The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt" (Deut. 7:7, 8).

God did not deliver Israel because they earned it. In fact, they repeatedly failed to respond to His love. He delivered them solely on the basis of grace. He loved them and had promised them mercy.

God has saved us for precisely the same reasons. We do not deserve His grace. We do not merit His love or promised deliverance from sin. In spite of our rebelliousness, He loves us and has sent His Son to be the Passover Lamb who died in our place. His undeserved grace, wonderful beyond our comprehension, has set us free from Satan and sin and started us on the road to the Promised Land.

I. PHARAOH WARNED (Ex. 11:1-10).

Through nine devastating plagues Pharaoh stubbornly resisted God's will. The land was in ruins, yet he still refused to give in. One plague was yet to be poured out, the most horrible plague of all.

To what previous action of the Egyptian rulers does this tenth plague have reference? What spiritual principle does it illustrate? Ex. 1:15,16; Gal. 6:7; Luke 6:38.

A pharaoh had decreed that all Hebrew male infants should die. Now a pharaoh was to reap the harvest of that cruelty in the death of his own firstborn son. Nothing less drastic would bring about even temporary acceptance of God's will. By Pharaoh's continued opposition to God, he had forfeited the Lord's protection. Sinners who reject God's mercy must accept the inevitable results of their choice. But God first warned Pharaoh through Moses of the awful consequences of continued resistance.

What special relationship did Israel hold to God that made this final plague so appropriate? Ex. 4:22, 23.

When the demand for Israel's release had been first presented to the king of Egypt, the warning of the most terrible of the plagues had been given. Moses was directed to say to Pharaoh, 'Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even my first-born: and I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy first-born.' Exodus 4:22, 23. Though despised by the Egyptians, the Israelites had been honored by God. ... In the special blessings and privileges accorded them, they had pre-eminence among the nations, as the firstbom son had among brothers.”, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 273.

Pharaoh had hardened his heart almost to the point of no return. Refusal this time apparently would place him beyond the possibility of repentance. When he let Israel go at last it was because he was forced to submit, not because he chose to follow God's will.

When in mercy God gave Pharaoh final opportunity to yield to His will what was Pharaoh's response? Ex. 10:28, 29.

Pharoah had sinned away his day of grace. Nothing more could be done for him. God would now work to bring His people out of slavery.

Likewise, near the end of time, God will plead with sinners, but most will stubbornly harden their hearts and banish His Spirit from their lives. When probation closes for the world, God will speedily lead His people out of their bondage.

II. ISRAEL WARNED (Ex. 12:1-28).

Because the Exodus marked a new beginning for Israel as a chosen nation, God decreed that the month in which they went free (Abib, later called Nisan) would become the beginning of the sacred year. In that month the Passover, first and most important of the yearly festivals or sabbaths, would be commemorated every year. Not only was the Passover commemorative but it also was typical. It commemorated their miraculous deliverance from Egypt and pointed forward to the deliverance from sin that was to be brought about by the Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ.

After warning Pharaoh of the coming death of every firstborn, God gave Israel instructions on how they could avoid the disaster that was to fall on the Egyptians. These instructions not only were given for the first Passover observed in Egypt but also were given for a continuing memorial to be observed throughout their history. (See Ex. 12:14-20; 13:1-16.)

The time for their deliverance had come! Notice that their preparation involved both spiritual and physical aspects. They were to prepare the Passover lamb and apply the blood to their doorposts. This symbolized spiritual acceptance of God's salvation. They were also to be dressed with staff in hand ready to leave at a moment's notice. We who wait for the Lord's appearing in these last days need to be prepared spiritually and physically for eternity.

How much did Israel understand of the symbolism of the Passover?

No doubt the Israelites did not grasp the fullness of all that the Passover symbolized. The revelation of the Lamb of God and His role in the plan of salvation was progressive. However, they must have known that the service had meaning beyond merely commemorating their escape from Egypt. The symbol of the sacrificial lamb had been instituted in Eden along with the promise of a "seed" that would bruise the serpent's head. The patriarchs had continued to use the simple altar and to sacrifice lambs. During the years of bondage, Israel to a large degree had lost sight of God and His worship.

Their freedom was to be spiritual as well as physical. God planned to reeducate them in His ways. He began with the institution of the Passover feast.

SEARCH AND LEARN: What parallels can we discern this side of the cross that demonstrate how strikingly Jesus fulfilled the symbol of the Passover Lamb?

Ex. 12:3; John 1:29; Isa. 53:7 ____________________________________________________________

Ex. 12:5; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19 ________________________________________________________________

Ex. 12:6; Matt. 27:46-50 ________________________________________________________________

Ex. 12:7; 1 Pet. 1:2 ____________________________________________________________________

Ex. 12:10; John 19:31 __________________________________________________________________
Ex. 12:46; John 19:36 __________________________________________________________________
In Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 277-279, Ellen White draws these additional lessons from the Passover event: (1) The hyssop used in sprinkling the blood was a symbol of purification. (2) In the same way that the lamb not only was to be killed but also eaten, God's people not only must believe on Jesus for forgiveness, but also must receive constant nourishment through His Word. (3) The bitter herbs eaten with the lamb represented the sorrow God's people should feel because of their sins. (4) The putting away of leaven during Passover represents the putting away of sin. (5) The Israelites showed their faith by actually applying the blood to the doorpost. In the same way, we who are saved through our faith in Jesus' blood will demonstrate our faith by our works.

III. ISRAEL FREED (Ex. 12:29-42).

At midnight the destroying angel did as God had warned? the firstborn of every unrepentant Egyptian and the firstborn of their livestock perished. This, the most dreadful of the plagues, climaxed the attack on Egyptian gods (see Ex. 12:12). Pharaoh was considered divine. As the heir to the throne, his firstborn would have been deified as well. The Egyptians worshiped a sacred bull, Apis, as well as sacred rams, cows, snakes, crocodiles, cats, and other animals. These firstborn animals died, powerless to protect themselves or their worshipers from the plague.

ILLUMINATION: "Just as truly as the destroying angel passed through

Egypt and laid the icy hand of death upon the brow of every first-born child who was not shielded by the blood, so the second death, from which there will be no resurrection, will .fall upon every one who has not been cleansed from sin by the blood of Christ.”, Stephen N. Haskell, The Cross and Its Shadow (South Lancaster, Mass.: The Bible Training School, 1914), p. 95.

THINK IT THROUGH: Why did God require the blood on the doorpost in order for Israel to be spared? Did He need this sign to recognize the homes of the Israelites? (See Ex. 12:13, 22, 23.)

ILLUMINATION: "And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt. . . . And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men" (Ex. 12:29, 33). "The eye of God, looking down the ages, was fixed upon the crisis which His people are to meet, when earthly powers shall be arrayed against them. Like the captive exile, they will be in fear of death by starvation or by violence. But the Holy One who divided the Red Sea before Israel, will manifest His mighty power and turn their captivity."

It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of His people.”, The Great Controversy, pp. 634, 636.

Accompanying the Israelites as they left Egypt was a "mixed multitude" (Ex. 12:38)?Egyptians who had learned to worship the true God. Among them, no doubt, were many who hoped to avoid further plagues, slaves and prisoners of war who took advantage of the confusion to escape, and some who simply became caught up in the excitement. This multitude caused continual problems for Israel on their journey, attempting to turn their hearts from God. When God's last-day people leave their captivity, no mixed multitude will accompany them into the Promised Land. Only those who have truly had the blood of the Lamb applied to their hearts will be set free. Verses 40, 41. All that God had predicted to Abraham regarding his posterity and their sojourn in Egypt had been fulfilled.

IV. A MEMORIAL ESTABLISHED (Ex. 12:43?13:16).

God made it clear to Israel that the Passover instructions were not one-time instructions. The service was to have continuing significance until the Passover Lamb Himself would institute a new service that would fulfill the symbolism and give it deeper meaning.

How widespread was the application of the Passover? Was it for the Israelites only? Ex. 12:43, 44, 48, 49.

ILLUMINATION: "No stranger could partake of the Passover feast; but there were provisions made in the old Levitical service whereby a stranger, by complying with certain forms and ceremonies, could become an Israelite, and then partake of the Passover. Sin debars mankind from sharing in the blessings promised the children of God, but there is a remedy for sins: . . .

'If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.' [1 John 2:1].”, StephenN. Haskell, The Cross and Its Shadow, p. 99.

What service did Jesus institute just before His death to take the place of the Passover? Matt. 26:1-29.

ILLUMINATION: "Christ was standing at the point of transition between two economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.

The Passover was ordained as a commemoration of the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage. God had directed that, year by year, as the children should ask the meaning of this ordinance, the history should be repeated. Thus the wonderful deliverance was to be kept fresh in the minds of all. The ordinance of the Lord's Supper was given to commemorate the great deliverance wrought out as the result of the death of Christ. Till He shall come the second time in power and glory, this ordinance is to be celebrated. It is the means by which His great work for us is to be kept fresh in our minds.”, The Desire of Ages, pp. 652, 653.

What dual significance does the Lord's Supper have for us today? 1 Cor. 11:23-26.

As was true of the Passover, the Lord's Supper points both backward and forward. It symbolizes the death of the Passover Lamb on the cross, but it also points forward to the coming of the Lamb of God the second time to give final freedom to His people. At the cross the Lamb overcame Satan and victory was assured. (See Heb. 2:14, 15.) But the freedom won there will not be realized in its fullness until He comes in glory.

Taking the unleavened bread and the unfermented wine, Jesus said, This is my body which is broken for you, . . . my blood which is shed for you" (1 Cor. 11:19, 20). In this way, the Lord took the familiar symbols of the Passover and filled them with fresh meaning. He transformed the Passover into a new service celebrating the saving work of the Passover Lamb. The disciples did not fully understand His words that evening, but they came to realize their significance later.

What did Jesus mean when He said in John 6:54, "Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life"?

This symbolism can be applied to participating in the Lord's Supper.

When we do, we reaffirm our decision to accept Jesus' death as our own. In the same way that the bread and wine are taken into our bodies and become apart of us in a literal sense, in a spiritual, but no less real manner, Jesus' body and blood which they represent become a part of our lives. By receiving His Word and doing the things He has commanded we receive His life, which is eternal. By faith we see fresh meaning in His sacrifice, and our souls assimilate the spiritual life of Christ.

In John 15 Jesus uses a different illustration of the same truth. "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. ... If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered" (verses 4, 6). We have life only through Christ. By taking His life into our own, by abiding in Him through faith, we have eternal life.

What attitude does Paul say we should bring to our relationship with Christ, our Passover Lamb? 1 Cor. 5:6-8.

All leaven was removed from Jewish homes prior to the Passover. On the evening before the service, the father of the house made a symbolic search with a candle to remove any leaven found. After his search, he recited, "All manner of leaven that is in my possession which I have not seen nor removed, shall be null and accounted as the dust of the earth."

This is the practice Paul is referring to here. "Purge out therefore the old leaven ... let us keep the feast, not with . . . leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth" (verses 7, 8).

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-30 and The Desire of Ages, the chapter entitled "In Remembrance of Me," pp. 652-661. Also study The Great Controversy, the chapter entitled "God's People Delivered," pp. 635-652.

It was not by chance that the Saviour was crucified upon Friday, the sixth day of the week. For centuries God had ordained that the day following the Passover, the fifteenth day of the month Abib, should be kept as a ceremonial sabbath, thus typifying the fact that Christ, the real Passover, would be offered the day before the Sabbath. The Passover lamb was slain between the two evenings, or about the ninth hour of the day. The great antitypical Lamb, as He hung between heaven and earth an offering for sinful man, about the ninth hour, cried,.'It is finished,' and yielded up His life an offering for sin. At this hour the priests were preparing to slay the lamb at the temple, but they were arrested in their work. All nature responded to that cry of agony from the Son of God. The earth reeled to and fro, and unseen hands rent the veil of the temple from the top to the bottom, showing by an unmistakable sign that type had met antitype. The shadow had met the substance which had cast the shadow. No longer was man to approach God by means of offerings of animals, but he was to come boldly to a throne of grace, and present his request in the precious name of 'Christ our Passover.' “, Stephen N. Haskell, The Cross and Its Shadow, pp. 97, 98.

SUMMARY: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, setting us free. The victory won on the cross will be ours in its fulness when Jesus comes to lead us to the heavenly Canaan. Meanwhile, we live free in Him, looking forward in faith.

APPLICATION

- Have I experienced the freedom from guilt that Christ has provided for me by His sacrifice?

- Have I applied the blood to my heart, thus making it possible for me to follow all of God's known will?

- Do I take advantage of every opportunity to participate in the Lord's Supper?

- What can I learn from this lesson about Jesus that I can share with my friends and neighbors?

God Multiplies the Principal

A little boy invested five loaves and two fishes and left the results to the Master. He multiplied the principal, and fed 5,000. What are you doing for Sabbath School Investment this year?

Sabbath School Investment raised $3.5 million for missions last year. Choose a project and take God into partnership. Watch Him turn your efforts into money for missions.

*****
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Study: The Book of Exodus
  LESSON 5  Crisis at the Red Sea
THIS WEEK'S STUDY: Exodus 13:17 through 15:21.

MEMORY TEXT: "Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee" (Isa. 43:1, 2).

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God delivers His people when they cease depending on their own efforts and place their trust entirely in Him.

INTRODUCTION: Probably the most difficult lesson human beings have to learn is that of total dependence upon God. Our natures tend to self-sufficiency. Young children quickly show their independence of their parents by wanting to do things themselves. Within bounds this desire is normal and healthy. Children must take increasing responsibility for themselves. But in our relationship with God, trying to do everything ourselves can be fatal. While God expects us to take a proper responsibility for ourselves, He knows that "without me ye can do nothing" (John 15:5). This is true physically and spiritually.

As soon as He brought Israel out of Egypt, God purposely led them into an apparently hopeless situation, the sea before them, the Egyptian army behind them, and mountains hemming them in at the side. They must learn at the very outset of their relationship with God that deliverance, from their enemies, from want, or from sin, comes not from self-sufficiency but from God. This lesson is as necessary today as it was then. It will become even more essential as God's people move into the troubled scenes of earth's last days. They will need to trust God completely in times of crisis.

The crossing of the Red Sea is one of the most beautiful stories in the Scriptures, both from a religious and a literary standpoint. The destruction of the Egyptians is described with a masterly hand. For Israel this was an event of the highest importance, both nationally and spiritually, while for the church redeemed on Calvary it foreshadowed the ultimate victory overall its enemies. It is frequently mentioned elsewhere in the Bible (cf. Josh. 2:10; 4:23; 24:6-8; Neh. 9:11; Pss. 66:6; 77:17-20; 78:13; 106:9; 114:3; 136:13-15; Isa. 63:12, 13; 1 Cor. 10:1, 2; Heb. 11:29; Rev. 15:3).”, W. H. Gispen, Exodus, p. 135.

I. DIVINE GUIDANCE (Ex. 13:17?14:4).

When Israel left Egypt, God immediately took over the direction of their route of march. At first He apparently guided them through direct commands given to Moses. (See Ex. 14:1, 2.) Shortly after, He gave the pillar of cloud to lead them. (See Ex. 13:21, 22.)

Three great routes led east out of Egypt. The northernmost, through the land of the Philistines" (13:17), was the shortest and most direct road to Canaan. The distance this way would have been only about 160 miles (257 kilometers). The second, the "way to Shur" (Gen. 16:7), was the central route that crossed long stretches of desert. The third, which began by taking them south? the opposite direction from Canaan, was the "way of the wilderness of the Red sea" (Ex. 13:18). God led them this latter way because they were not ready to face the warlike Philistines on the northern route and because He had-a lesson of trust to teach them beside the Red Sea.

What interesting insight does Paul give into the "pillar of a cloud" (Ex. 13:21) that directed Israel's course? 1 Cor. 10:1-4.

Ancient army commanders at times used smoke or fire signals to guide their marching forces through trackless wastelands. Israel's pillar of cloud and fire, however, was not produced by ordinary means, but was a miraculous manifestation of the presence of Christ.”, SDA Bible Commentary, vol. l,p. 562.

The last mention in the historical record of the Exodus of the cloudy pillar guiding the Israelites to the Promised Land is found in Numbers 16:42. The guiding pillar of cloud by day and protecting fire by night remained with the Israelites throughout their wanderings. (See Num. 9:15-23.) Even when the people were unfaithful to God, the cloud remained to guide them.

THINK IT THROUGH: What are the implications of Jesus' promise in Hebrews 13:5?

Israel no sooner had begun their march than God commanded Moses to turn south, thus keeping the sea on their left. (See Ex. 14:1, 2.) No doubt this seemed strange and incomprehensible to the people. By continuing their original direction they could have reached Canaan in five or six days. Instead, God led them out of their way. They soon found themselves in a precarious position, camped "between Migdol [a tower connected with a border fortification tower] and the sea" (verse 2). Mountain ridges hemmed them in to the south. Had they followed their own wisdom, they would never have chosen this route. God often leads us through apparent difficulties to greater good. As was true with Israel, our only safe course is to follow the divine guidance even though we may not understand the reasons. (See Prov. 14:12;Isa. 30:21.)

Their strange and circuitous route would lead Pharaoh to think that they were lost and confused, "entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in" (Ex. 14:3). Seemingly at Pharaoh's mercy, they were there because they followed divine guidance. God wanted to teach them to trust in His care.

II. PHARAOH'S PURSUIT (Ex. 14:5-9).

Demonstrating the unchanged nature of his rebellious heart, Pharaoh determined to take advantage of his former slaves' apparent confusion and helplessness. Assembling his chariots and men of war, he set out to punish and recapture the Israelites. Josephus (Antiquities, II, xv, 3) says the Egyptian forces numbered 50,000 horsemen and 200,000 foot soldiers. But even if this figure is inflated, the Egyptian military forces felt confident of overwhelming a much larger number of the untrained, unwarlike Hebrews.

What do we face today that can be compared to the danger that Israel experienced at the Red Sea? What may we expect for the future? 1 Peter 5:8; John 15:18-21; 16:2, 3.

Satan pursues the individual who is released from the bondage of sin and sets out on life's journey free in Christ. Like Pharaoh, Satan will not release his captives easily nor admit defeat without a fierce struggle. He continues to stalk us with temptations, doubts, and discouragement. When we are brought into circumstances that appear hopeless our only recourse is to stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord" (Ex. 14:13).

More specifically, Satan will inspire wicked men at earth's last hour to pursue God's people with the intention of destroying their lives.

What laws will be passed against those who refuse to worship the beast and the image? Rev. 13:15.

ILLUMINATION: "When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from those who honor the law of God, there will be, in different lands, a simultaneous movement for their destruction. As the time appointed in the decree draws near, the people will conspire to root out the hated sect.”, The Great Controversy, p. 635.

III. DIVINE ENCOURAGEMENT (Ex. 14:10-18).

SEARCH AND LEARN: Discouragement often follows exalted spiritual experiences. Partly this may be a reaction to any intense sensation, but it also involves Satan's effort to break our hold on God. How is this demonstrated in the following passages?

1. 1 Kings 19:1-14______________________________________________________________________

2. Matt. 11:2, 3 ________________________________________________________________________

Israel experienced the same effect after the excitement of the midnight departure from Egypt. "The first joy of escape from bondage has subsided.

The terrors of the desert, the mountains and the sea, the weariness, the hunger and the thirst of the long march over yielding sand and rolling stones, now make even a home in Egypt and a life of bondage seem attractive. This is not the way to the land promised unto their fathers. And it is impossible to go on in this direction if they would. Three days of freedom have been worse than all the woes of the house of bondage.”, Daniel March, Night Scenes in the Bible (Zeigler, McCurdy Co., 1869), p. 130.

When the Israelites saw the dust clouds of the approaching armies, their despondency turned into panic. They were hemmed in by mountains to the south, the sea to the east before them, and from the north, the way they had just come, Pharaoh's chariots and cavalry were bearing down on them. Surrounded on all sides by difficulties and dangers, they had only one direction open to them, up. They must look to God for divine deliverance.

What did the people do in their emergency? Ex. 14:10-12.

Their prayer was not one of faith, but of fear. The murmuring that was to characterize their years of wilderness wandering began at this time. They reproached Moses as if he were the cause of their predicament. They wished they were slaves back in Egypt.

THINK IT THROUGH: Do we become like the Israelites when trying times come? It is easy to remain strong in faith when life goes smoothly.

The test comes when life falls apart. Then we demonstrate whether our faith will fall apart or whether it will be able to stand.

What determines our spiritual success in dealing with crises? Matt. 7:24-27; 1 Cor. 3:11-15.

In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but when the blasts of winter come, the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are stripped of their foliage.”, The Great Controversy, p. 602. Today is the appointed time to prepare for the crises of life.

We must take advantage daily of the opportunities for spiritual growth.

God brought the Israelites to the Red Sea crisis at the beginning of their journey in order to teach them dependence upon Him. At the Red Sea they stood utterly helpless. No human efforts could save them. God's people at the end of time will be in an equally hopeless situation with evil forces determined to crush out their lives. Before God could work to deliver them, the Hebrews needed to realize their total inability to save themselves. Only then would they turn to Him in complete trust.

What was Moses' response to the people's panic-filled reproaches?

Ex. 14:13,14.

Moses' answer did not imply that the Israelites should do nothing in their predicament. The emphasis was upon the fact that God alone could save them from Pharaoh. This was to be the source of their courage as they went forward in faith. Because the pillar of cloud had led them to this spot, they could rest secure in God's leading.

IV. MIRACULOUS PASSAGE (Ex. 14:19-22).

The cloud moved majestically to a position in the rear of the Israelite hosts, screening them from the Egyptians. Dark on that side, it was light for the Hebrews. Because dark, swirling mists disoriented the Egyptians, they could not continue their pursuit.

The rod by which God brought destruction on the Egyptians during the plagues now was used at His command to bring salvation to Israel. The waters, parted by a violent wind, stood up like walls on either side. The wind also served to dry the seabed for passage. Where the way had seemed hopeless God made a way of escape.

What lesson does Paul draw from this event in terms of the power of sin? 1 Cor. 10:13.

ILLUMINATION: "Often the Christian life is beset by dangers, and duty seems too hard to perform. . . . Yet the voice of God speaks clearly, 'Go forward.' We should obey this command, even though our eyes cannot penetrate the darkness, and we feel the cold waves about our feet. . . . Those who defer obedience till every shadow of uncertainty disappears and there remains no risk of failure or defeat, will never obey at all.”, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 290.

V. DIVINE DELIVERANCE (Ex. 14:23-31).

As the Israelites reached the opposite shore, morning was breaking. The

Egyptians, disoriented in the darkness of the cloud, may not have realized at first where they were as they pursued their prey into the sea. But even when the situation became more apparent, they continued to pursue the Israelites. God caused their chariot wheels to mire in the now soft seabed, creating chaos among them. Psalm 77:16-20 adds the fact that thunder and lightning shook the earth in convulsive storms.

Becoming fearful, the Egyptians attempted to extricate themselves from their peril. They realized too late that once again they were fighting Israel's all-powerful God. As Moses stretched out the rod, the waters returned to their normal place, burying the entire Egyptian army.

THINK IT THROUGH: How do you think God felt about the destruction of the Egyptian host? (See Eze. 18:23, 32.)

VI. THE SONG BY THE RED SEA (Ex. 15:1-21).

This poetic anthem, noted for its vivid imagery, gives remarkable expression to the mingled horror, triumph, gratitude, and relief felt by the Israelite host as they experienced those fateful hours. It is one of the oldest recorded songs of national triumph.

What use does John make of this song in describing the experience of God's people at the end of time? What additional element does he include? Rev. 15:2-4.

ILLUMINATION: "This song and the great deliverance which it commemorates, made an impression never to be effaced from the memory of the Hebrew people. From age to age it was echoed by the prophets and singers of Israel, testifying that Jehovah is the strength and deliverance of those who trust in Him. That song does not belong to the Jewish people alone. It points forward to the destruction of all the foes of righteousness and the final victory of the Israel of God. The prophet of Patmos beholds the white-robed multitude that have 'gotten the victory,' standing on the 'sea of glass mingled with fire,' having 'the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.' Revelation 15:2, 3.”, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 289.

It is the song of Moses and the Lamb, a song of deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four thousand can learn that song; for it is the song of their experience, an experience such as no other company have ever had.”, The Great Controversy, p. 649.

Those who have remained faithful by God's grace through the troublous end-time events will stand like Israel of old beside another sea and sing the triumphant song of Moses. But it also will be the song of the Lamb, for the Lamb of God will have brought them through an apparently hopeless situation to a miraculous deliverance.

FURTHER STUDY AND MEDITATION: Notice how later Bible writers dealt with the story of Israel's crossing the Red Sea. Ps. 77:16-20; 93:3, 4; Acts 7:36; Heb. 11:29.

Read Patriarchs and Prophets, the chapter entitled "The Exodus," pp. 281-290.

SUMMARY: This lesson furnishes one of the most conspicuous illustrations in Israel's history of the way in which God delivers His people. We no longer have a pillar of fire and cloud to guide us, but, through the Holy Spirit, we have the actual presence of the One represented. The appearance of the Egyptian army at the Red Sea reminds us of the testing time that comes when the old enemy from whose bondage we have been delivered tries to bring us under his power again. But God always makes a way of escape for us when we realize our total dependence upon Him.

APPLICATION

- Has God miraculously intervened at some point in my life to save me from sure physical death?

- Do I realize my helplessness apart from God?

- In what ways do I find myself trying to take control of my own life?

- List specific situations when God has "made a way of escape" from temptations that seemed overwhelming. Analyze why He may not have done so on other occasions.

